
 1 

 
 

Request for Qualifications 
And Proposal 

 
Red Oak Nature Center  

Freshwater Exhibit Design-Build Project 
 

Fox Valley Park District 
Aurora, Illinois 

 
 
 
Statement of Purpose 
The Fox Valley Park District (“District”) seeks to enter into a contractual agreement for 
professional consulting services with a qualified design-build team interested in working 
with the District on the design and construction of a museum exhibit inside the District’s 
Red Oak Nature Center building in North Aurora, Illinois. 
 
Qualifications 
Any lead firm interested in submitting pursuant to this Request for Qualifications and 
Proposal must demonstrate experience with such work. Said firm must display such 
experience and a successful proven track record by describing a minimum of two projects 
of comparable size and scope that have been physically constructed. Firms that fail to 
provide proof of this required experience shall be removed from further consideration.  
 
Agency Profile 
Located in the beautiful Fox River Valley in the Chicago metropolitan area, the Fox 
Valley Park District is a premier park and recreation organization serving an expanding 
and diverse customer base. The Fox Valley Park District is the second largest park 
district in Illinois, serving a population of nearly 250,000 in a growing region. The 
majority of the District’s residents live in the City of Aurora, the second largest city in 
Illinois. The District also serves the Villages of Montgomery and North Aurora. It 
encompasses an area of 65 square miles and is located in portions of Kane, DuPage, 
Kendall and Will Counties, approximately 40 miles west of downtown Chicago. 
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The District, governed by a seven-member elected Board of Commissioners, was 
organized by voter approval in 1947.  
 
The assets of the District- its parks, special facilities and land holdings- are significant. 
The District currently owns and maintains 170 parks, 48 miles of interconnected regional 
trails amid approximately 2,500 acres of parkland and open space. In addition to the Red 
Oak Nature Center, facilities include two outdoor aquatic parks, the 18-hole Orchard 
Valley championship golf course, Blackberry Farm, a 54-acre living history 
museum/theme park, and the Stuart Sports Complex regional park, a nationally 
recognized 400-acre athletic field destination.   
 
Major indoor recreation facilities include the Eola and Prisco Community Centers, both 
expanded multiple times to address the growing demand for recreation programs. The 
225,000 square feet award- winning Vaughan Athletic Center (VAC) includes a field 
house for multi-sport use, nine indoor tennis courts, three indoor pools, and a large fitness 
and group exercise center.  
 
For more information on the Fox Valley Park District, visit our website at 
www.foxvalleyparkdistrict.org. 
 
Red Oak Nature Center Description 
The Red Oak Nature Center site and the adjacent Lippold Park comprise 80 acres of 
various ecosystems extending along the east shoreline of the Fox River approximately 
one mile north of downtown North Aurora. The building housing the Red Oak Nature 
Center is a post-WW II/1950’s wood frame single-story single-family home. This 
original structure has no historical significance. Following the Fox Valley Park District’s 
acquisition of the building and property from the Illinois Department of Conservation in 
1978, the Park District modified the interior and opened the building as the Red Oak 
Nature Center in 1978. In 1998, with IDNR OSLAD funding assistance, the building was 
update and expanded by 2,200 s.f. to include two outdoor education classrooms, a new 
lobby, and new restrooms. In 2014, the exhibit and lobby space were updated to include 
the installation of new exhibits which feature the seasonal flora and fauna of the area.  
 
The mission statement of the Red Oak Nature Center, as a public museum, is: 
 
To foster positive relationships with our community through innovative and immersive 
nature-based experiences and to promote positive stewardship of natural areas. 
 
Current exhibits highlight the four seasons, natural flora and fauna and their activities that 
occur during the season within three habitats: prairie, woodland, and wetland. These 
exhibits are segmented out throughout the building and have mounts, interactive 
manipulatives, and some living animals in each themed area. A “Night Nook” highlights 
nocturnal animals and sounds that are heard, along with an interactive pixel board to 
simulate bio-luminescent pattering. The exhibit sequence culminates in the wildlife room 

http://www.foxvalleyparkdistrict.org/
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where living specimens are on display for the public to observe and learn about before 
exiting into the surrounding grounds and looking for anything that they saw in the 
building. The exhibits are intended to encourage guests to become naturalists and use 
clues that nature presents each season to fully learn and appreciate the environment.  
 
Project Description 
The 798 s.f. Red Oak Nature Center lobby currently welcomes guests but is under- 
utilized. The project intends to add more mission driven learning and increased area for 
flexible learning and gathering.   
 
The Fox Valley Park District is seeking a qualified firm to design and construct an 
exhibit that will replace an existing fish tank mounted in the non-load bearing east wall of 
the lobby with a new exhibit that will address stream and river ecology. The new 
replacement exhibit may or may not include a new tank.  
 
The contracted scope of work shall include: 
 

1. Design an exhibit to meet the agreed upon learning objectives (examples of 
learning objectives described herein). The deliverables shall include illustrative 
images and design details sufficient to convey the exhibit message content and 
installation approach/ construction method. Red Oak staff will be readily 
available to assist and collaborate in the composition of exhibit content. 
 

2. Install an exhibit in the general location of the existing lobby tank. Installation 
shall include removal of the existing tank and related restoration of wall area not 
otherwise utilized for the new exhibit (except for the back side cabinetry which 
shall be addressed by owner).   

 
The existing tank is 45” high by 57” wide with a depth of 29”. It is a visual feature 
situated within the east wall of the lobby. The back side of the tank is in view from the 
existing classroom located on the other side of the east lobby wall. The back side of the 
tank is surrounded by cabinetry. The tank has a three chambered pump located 
underneath the tank within the frame of the wall and cabinetry. Electrical wiring is 
located within the frame of the wall underneath the tank. The pump below the tank 
pumps into the aquarium and creates a waterfall into the tank as it filters the water. There 
are UV lights that are separately mounted in the tank as the tank has no hood. Access into 
the tank is from above, via a step ladder. A small sink is located adjacent to the back side 
of the tank (see attached photographs of the existing tank and lobby for reference). Note 
that the existing trees present in the lobby shall be removed by owner as part of the lobby 
renovation and exhibit replacement project.  
 
 Educational Theme/Learning Objectives 
The potential learning objectives under the over-arching theme for the exhibit of Water 
Connects us All to consider would include:  
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Theme Learning Objective Standard Comments 

The Water 
cycle 

Learning the water cycle and 
how we get water 

NGSS Standard: (MS-ESS2.C-4) Water 
continually cycles among land, ocean, and 
atmosphere via transpiration, evaporation, 
condensation and crystallization, and 
precipitation, as well as downhill flows on 
land. 

5th-8th grade audience 
audience 

Water is 
everywhere Water is a resource NGSS: Pre-K-HS (varies) 

From habitat to plant and 
animal needs -everything 
depends on water! 

Water, Climate 
and 
Ecosystems 

Water impacts us all NGSS: K-HS (varies) 

Very important topic to add in 
some way -this could be the 
place for a great interactive. 
THE AR sandbox could be 
modified for flooding or 
drought scenarios acted out as 
well as glacier change and shift 
patterns 

Freshwater vs. 
Saltwater 

Aquatic Habitats aren't all the 
same 

 
NGSS: K-HS (varies) 
Ex.    
NGSS: 5ESS2-2  
Describe and graph the amounts of salt 
water and fresh water in various reservoirs 
to provide evidence about the distribution 
of water on Earth. 

• Describe different 
aquatic habitats 

•   
•  Observation of 

different living 
specimens here would 
be highly useful for 
demonstrations and 
attractiveness of 
space/also another 
use for AR exhibit or 
projections system? 

• Invasive and non-
invasive species would 
be a good topic to 
insert here as well 

Global water 
distribution 

Water is the one thing the whole 
Earth has in common Social science  

Here the themes of social and 
racial equality and 
inclusiveness could be 
addressed 
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The exhibit may include a replacement self-contained, low-maintenance tank as one 
approach. 
  
Project Budget 
The budget for design-build services for the creation and installation of the proposed 
freshwater exhibit is a not-to-exceed amount of $70,000.  
 
 
Submittal Format 
The deliverable product shall be a PDF file, e-mailed to: 
Jeff Palmquist, Director of Planning 
JPalmquist@ fvpd.net 
 
 
The proposal shall be structured as follows: 
 

1. The submittal shall provide the full name, address and brief history of firm 
and shall specify one key contact person with contact information. 

 
2. The submittal shall state the firm’s interest, philosophy and approach to 

addressing the requirements of this specific project. 
 

3. The firm’s process for the exhibit design and product delivery and 
installation project shall be described. Firms are encouraged to present 
such information by referencing at least two projects that most closely 
relate to this project. The communication of potential ideas for the 
proposed freshwater exhibit based upon past projects are encouraged.  

 
4. Anticipated general project schedule, organized by major task and 

approximate time to complete in days or weeks.  
 
5. The submittal shall include the total number of staff that may work on this 

project inclusive of a detailing by senior level, professional level and 
support level and provide resumes on each senior member of the team. 

 
6. The description of the firm’s related experience. Please include related 

project size and cost (both design and construction information). Sub-
consultants’ related experience must also be described. 

 
7. A minimum of two (2) professional references. 
 
8. Additional information and comments believed to be pertinent, but not 

specifically mentioned elsewhere. 
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Submittal Date and Time 
All responses must be received by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, May 16, 2022. 
 
Selection Process 
The anticipated steps in the selection process shall include: 

1. Proposal submittal. 
2. Evaluation of proposals by Fox Valley Park District review panel, to 

consist of key staff. 
3. Interviews as necessary.  
4. Contract negotiation and preparation. 
5. Board of Commissioners’ approval of contract. 

 
Cancellation of Request for Proposals 
The Fox Valley Park District reserves the right to amend or terminate this request for 
proposals at any time, to elect not to award the work described, to reject any and all of the 
responses, to waive any irregularity in any response received, and is the sole judge of the 
merits of the respective responses received.  
 
Disclaimer Statement 
The Fox Valley Park District assumes no responsibility or liability for costs incurred by 
individuals or firms in the preparation of a response to this Request for Proposal. All 
information in the proposals may become public information. 
 
Request for Additional Information 
The Fox Valley Park District reserves the right to request any additional information that 
it deems necessary for the review and award process. 
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