
About our trails...
Red Oak features five hiking trails that 
run throughout the woods bordering 
the Fox River. Each trail has a wood-chip 
base for hiking stability and comfort. 
Several trees have been labeled to 
enhance your visit to our woods.
For your safety: Please remain on all 
marked trails. Dogs and bikes are not 
allowed on wood chipped trails.

Red Oak’s Cave: Perfect for Jr. spelunkers, this 
cave is made out of Niagara Dolomite and is a 
short hike from the Nature Center.

Big Turtle Trail: Named in honor of the 
Pottawatomie Tribe, which called the Fox River 
the Big Turtle River because of the abundance of 
snapping turtles along its shores. This short hiking 
trail (1/4 mile in length) circles around the nature 
center and features breathtaking views of the 
Fox River amid the stately oak and hickory forest 
surrounding the trail.

Blue Sky Prairie Trail: This 1/8-mile trail encircles 
a restored prairie area and connects to the Fox 
River Trail. It provides an up-close view of various 
grasses and flowering plants. It’s also a good area 
to enjoy the sounds of different birds and the sight 
of butterflies and other insects gathering pollen 
and nectar among the many native prairie plants.

Bubo Trail: Named after the genus for horned 
owls, this 1/3-mile trail connects to the Fox River 
Trail. Winding through dense forest, it includes 
views of the Fox River.

Crow’s Path: Travel as the crow does through 
the woods, over a natural spring and along a 
meandering creek. 

Dolomite Trail: This 1/4-mile loop is named 
for the type of limestone rock found along the 
banks of the Fox River. This interpretive trail offers 
signage that identifies some of the natural 
features on the trail and leads to Red Oak’s 
picnic shelter area.

Fox River Trail: Red Oak is accessible from 
the paved Fox River Trail, which runs parallel to 
the park and connects to Lippold Park, about 
1/2 mile north of Red Oak. Bicycles and dogs are 
welcome on this paved trail only.
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Lippold Park
Lippold Park immerses visitors in a natural 
environment with an elevated skywalk, 
a “tree house,” amphitheater and a 
nature-based playground. A hands-on 
experience at the pond is accessible by 

a boardwalk that offers close-up views 
of a habitat full of aquatic wildlife. Native 

flora and fauna thrive in the nearby prairie that 
features a paved walking path. Keep an eye out for 

programs offered at Lippold Park! Fishing is not allowed 
at Lippold pond or river locations.


